“And here we….go!”             Batman: The Dark Knight Themes   (Class Participation)
Joker: I believe…whatever doesn't kill you simply makes you… …stranger.
Directions:  The theme of “Good vs. Evil” and “Darkness vs. Light” has been a consistent theme in world literature and in life since the beginning of time. Is it easier to do bad or is it easier to do good? What causes us to do bad things? What causes us to choose to do the right thing…even when nobody is watching?  The movie Batman: The Dark Knight addresses these themes. What I’d like for each group to do is go over each quote and discuss how each quote relates to the movie (if someone in your group has seen it) and to life. 
Informal Presentation 
Each group will select two of your group’s favorite quotes.
Each group will come to the front of the class and present the quotes. Read them dramatically or act out the quote or the scene. Have fun with this. If you need to fill us in on some background for the quote to be put in context and make better sense you may do that as well.

Explain what the quote means. Explain how each quote relates to life today (specifically and/or generally)  and/or explain how each quote relates to a specific theme or scene from a reading selection that we’ve had in class.

Happy: So why do they call him "The Joker"? 
Dopey: I heard he wears make-up. 
Happy: Make-up? 
Dopey: Yeah, to scare people. You know, war paint.

Det. Ramirez: [regarding CCTV photos of The Joker's bank heist] He can't resist showing us his face. 
Lt. James Gordon: What's he hiding under that make-up?

Alfred: Because some men aren't looking for anything logical, like money. They can't be bought, bullied, reasoned or negotiated with. Some men just want to watch the world burn. 
Natascha: But this is a democracy Harvey... 
Harvey Dent: When their enemies were at the gates, the Romans would suspend democracy and appoint one man to protect the city. It wasn't considered an honor, it was considered a public service. 
Rachel Dawes: Harvey, the last man who they appointed the Republic was named Caesar and he never gave up his power. 
Harvey Dent: Okay, fine. You either die a hero or you live long enough to see yourself become the villain.
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Alfred Pennyworth: You spat in the faces of Gotham's worse criminals. Did you not expect casualties? Things were always going to get worse before they got better.

Bruce Wayne: People are dying, Alfred. What would you have me do? 

Alfred: Endure, Master Wayne. Take it. They'll hate you for it, but that's the point of Batman. He can be the outcast. He can make the choice that no one else can make–the right choice. 

Bruce Wayne: Well, today I found out what Batman can't do. He can't endure this. Today, you get to say, "I told you so." 

Alfred: Today I…I don't want to. [they walk to the elevator] But I did bloody tell you. [Bruce laughs] I suppose they'll want to lock me up, too, as your accomplice. [they get on the lift, which takes them up] 

Bruce Wayne: Accomplice? I'm gonna tell them the whole thing was your idea. 

Harvey Dent: The night is darkest just before the dawn. And I promise you, the dawn is coming.
--Natascha: How could you want to raise children in a city like this? 
Bruce Wayne: Well, I grew up in Gotham, and I turned out all right. 
The Joker: Those mob fools want you gone so they can get back to the way things were. But I know the truth: there's no going back. You've changed things... forever. 
Batman: Then why do you want to kill me? 
The Joker: [laughs] I don't want to kill you! What would I do without you? Go back to ripping off mob dealers? No, no, NO! No. You... you... complete me. 
Batman: You're garbage who kills for money. 
The Joker: Don't talk like one of them. You're not! Even if you'd like to be. To them, you're just a freak, like me! They need you right now, but when they don't, they'll cast you out, like a leper! You see, their morals, their code, it's a bad joke. Dropped at the first sign of trouble. They're only as good as the world allows them to be. I'll show you. When the chips are down, these... these civilized people, they'll eat each other. See, I'm not a monster. I'm just ahead of the curve.
“This is what happens when an unstoppable force meets an immovable object.”






-The Joker
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Batman: Where is Dent? 
The Joker: You have all these rules and you think they'll save you. 
Lt. James Gordon: [Batman slams the Joker against a wall] He's in control. 
Batman: I have one rule. 
The Joker: Then that's the rule you'll have to break to know the truth. 
Batman: Which is? 
The Joker: The only sensible way to live in this world is without rules. And tonight you're gonna break your one rule. 
Batman: I'm considering it. 
The Joker: No, there's only minutes left, so you're gonna have to play my little game if you want to save one of them.
Note: Batman’s rule is that he doesn’t kill.
Salvatore Maroni: [embarrassed] This has got out of hand. It's gone too far. 
Lt. James Gordon: You should have thought of that before you let that clown out of the box.
Joker: It's not about money... It's about... sending a message. Everything burns!
The Joker: “Madness is like gravity, all it needs is a little… push.”
Two-Face: It was your men, your plan! 
The Joker: Do I really look like a guy with a plan? You know what I am? I'm a dog chasing cars. I wouldn't know what to do with one if I caught it. You know, I just... do things. The mob has plans, the cops have plans, Gordon's got plans. You know, they're schemers. Schemers trying to control their little worlds. I'm not a schemer. I try to show the schemers how pathetic their attempts to control things really are. So, when I say... Ah, come here. 
[takes Dent's hand into his own] 
The Joker: When I say that you and your girlfriend was nothing personal, you know that I'm telling the truth. It's the schemers that put you where you are. You were a schemer, you had plans, and look where that got you. 
[Dent tries to grab the Joker] 
The Joker: I just did what I do best. I took your little plan and I turned it on itself. Look what I did to this city with a few drums of gas and a couple of bullets. Hmmm? You know... You know what I've noticed? Nobody panics when things go "according to plan." Even if the plan is horrifying! If, tomorrow, I tell the press that, like, a gang banger will get shot, or a truckload of soldiers will be blown up, nobody panics, because it's all "part of the plan." But when I say that one little old mayor will die, well then everyone loses their minds! 
[Joker hands Two-Face a gun and points it at himself] 
The Joker: Introduce a little anarchy. Upset the established order, and everything becomes chaos. I'm an agent of chaos. Oh, and you know the thing about chaos? It's fair! 
[still holding the gun, Two-Face pauses and takes out his coin] 
Two-Face: [showing the unscarred side] You live. 
The Joker: Mm-hmm. 
Two-Face: [flips, showing the scarred side] You die. 
The Joker: Mmm, now we're talking.
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The Joker: [over the PA] Tonight you're all gonna be part of a social experiment. Through the magic of diesel fuel and ammonium nitrate, I'm ready right now to blow you all sky high. Anyone attempts to get off their boat, you all die. Each of you has a remote... to blow up the other boat. At midnight, I blow you all up. If, however, one of you presses the button, I'll let that boat live. So, who's it going to be: Harvey Dent's most wanted scumbag collection, or the sweet and innocent civilians? You choose... oh, and you might want to decide quickly, because the people on the other boat might not be so noble.

[***SPOILER*** The Joker has rigged two ferries to explode, one filled with prison inmates, one with ordinary people, giving each ferry one detonator and telling them they have to blow up the other, or he'll blow up both. A prisoner approaches the warden, who's holding the detonator] 
Tattooed Prisoner: You don't want to die, but you don't know how to take a life. Give it to me; these men would kill you, and take it anyway. Give it to me. You can tell 'em I took it by force. Give it to me, and I'll do what you shoulda did ten minutes ago. 
[Scared, the warden hands over the detonator. The prisoner looks at it, then throws it out the window]

[***SPOILER*** the Joker pins Batman, in view of the two rigged ferries] 
Joker: [struggling to keep Batman down] We really should stop this fighting. Otherwise, we'll miss the fireworks! 

Batman: There won't be any fireworks. 

Joker: And here we… go! 

[After a long moment of hesitation, the businessman sets the detonator down. The Joker looks at his clock, which says midnight] 

Batman: What are you trying to prove? That deep down, everyone's as ugly as you?! You're alone! 

Joker: [mildly annoyed] You can't rely on anyone these days. You got to do everything yourself. [to Batman] Don't we? That's okay. I came prepared. [takes out a detonator, presumably the one that will blow up both ships] It's a funny world that we live in…speaking of which, know how I got these scars? [motioning towards the scars on his mouth] 

Batman: No... but I know how you got these! 

[Batman fires his steel spike protrusions from his gauntlet, hitting the Joker in the face] 

Note: How is the detonator both similar and different than the conch in LOF?
Two-Face: You thought we could be decent men, in an indecent time! You were wrong. The world is cruel, and the only morality in a cruel world is chance. Unbiased, unprejudiced... fair. His son's got the same chance she had, 50/50. 
Batman: What happened to Rachel wasn't chance. We decided to act! We three! 
Two-Face: Then why was it me who was the only one who lost everything? 
Batman: It wasn't. 
Two-Face: The Joker chose ME! 
Batman: Because you were the best of us! He wanted to prove that even someone as good as you could fall. 
Two-Face: [bitter] And he was right.
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Harvey ‘Two Face’ Dent: “Have you ever had to talk to the person you love most? To tell them it’s going to be alright, when you know that it’s not?”
(Lt. Gordon’s son follows Gordon down to where Batman lies unmoving next to Dent] 

Gordon's Son: Dad! Dad, is he okay? 

Gordon: [relieved as Batman slowly pulls himself up to his knees] Thank you. 

Batman: You don't have to thank me. 

Gordon: Yes, I do. [both look at Harvey's body on the ground] The Joker won. Harvey's prosecution, everything he fought for - undone. Any chance you gave us at fixing our city dies with Harvey's reputation. We bet it all on him. The Joker took the best of us and tore him down. People will lose hope. 

Batman: ... No. They won't. They must never know what he did. 

Gordon: Five dead, two of them cops. You can't sweep that up! 

Batman: No. But the Joker cannot win. [kneels down next to Harvey, whose burnt left side is facing up] Gotham needs its true hero. [turns Harvey's head so that his unmarred side faces up] 

Gordon: [immediately understanding, whispers] No. 

Batman: [quoting Harvey Dent] "You either die a hero, or you live long enough to see yourself become the villain." I can do those things because I'm not a hero, unlike Dent. I killed those people. That's what I can be. 

Gordon: No, no! You can't, you're not-- 

Batman: I'm whatever Gotham needs me to be

Gordon: They'll hunt you. 

Batman: You'll hunt me. You'll condemn me, set the dogs on me. [In the voiceover, Gordon destroys the Bat-Signal (though the "Bat" doesn't break), Alfred burns Rachel's letter, and Fox destroys the sonar device] Because that's what needs to happen. Because sometimes...the truth isn't good enough. Sometimes people deserve more. Sometimes people deserve to have their faith rewarded. 

[Batman runs] 

Gordon's Son Jimmy: Batman? Batman! Why is he running, Dad? 

Gordon: Because we have to chase him. 

Gordon's Son Jimmy: He didn't do anything wrong. 

Gordon: Because he's the hero that Gotham deserves, but not the one it needs right now. So, we'll hunt him, because he can take it. Because he's not our hero. He's a silent guardian. A watchful protector. A Dark Knight. 

[credits roll] 
You may discuss these ideas / scenes and analyze these too for your presentation.
Why So Serious? 


          I believe in Harvey Dent. 

Welcome to a world without rules.           Can you avenge evil without becoming it? 

                                Out of the darkness....comes the Knight
