GUIDELINES for PEER EDITING: 





college essays
 

1. Become familiar with the entire essay first. You can't give a useful response on a cold read. Read the draft at least twice, all the way through. As your reading progresses, try to begin to isolate the main ideas or incidents and notice how they are arranged in the draft. Number each paragraph in the margin to get a sense of the paper's organization. During the second read through, begin to make notes about the paper's strengths and weaknesses (e.g. "abrupt jumps between paragraphs 3 & 4," "a lot of repetition," "good concluding sentence," etc.). 

 

2. GENERAL RESPONSE: After you have finished reading the draft, pause and consider carefully:

* What's good about this essay? 

* What are its strong points? 

* What are its main weaknesses? 

*What suggestions can I make that might help the author improve it? 

3. CONTENT READING:

* You might want to begin by first explaining to the author what you think her main purpose or idea was -- that is, what you perceive to be the essay's main THESIS.  Examine the prompt that the author is writing a response to—did they address the questions asked? Give the information needed? Provide specific examples?

* IS THERE A THESIS or something like a thesis (i.e. a statement of a position which the paper will defend), which emerges near the opening of the essay? Remember, a solid thesis states a point of view on the topic. It needs to pass the "so what?" and "big deal" tests. 

* Is the essay clearly ORGANIZED? Is it clear why one paragraph follows the previous one? Does the whole thing hang together? 
* Is the DICTION level appropriate (neither too formal nor too slangy)?  Does the language or VOICE of the paper sound like a living, breathing human being, and NOT like a computer, a committee, or a textbook? 

* Does the writer provide clear and personal examples to qualify statements? If not, help him/her come up with some ways to change it.   Are there, on the other hand, strings of examples which don't seem to add up to any particular point? 

4. MECHANICS AND GRAMMAR: Look for and mark any incomplete sentences, contractions, clichés or slang words, misspellings, and punctuation mistakes directly on the paper.
5. LENGTH: Does it fit the word/space requirements for the school’s prompt?
 After you have thought carefully about these questions, come up with some tentative responses to them and make notes on your group mate's draft or another sheet. 
Then, have a discussion with them about your comments. 

 

 

* DON'T FEEL AWKWARD ABOUT CRITICIZING, BUT BE CONSTRUCTIVE. This can't be stressed too strongly. Writers really want and need good, solid, probing questions about their work. Empty praises and vague compliments help no one. All they are likely to do is make the writer feel as though you haven't really read the draft, and are offering instead a bit of flattery as a cover up. Your critical observations -- praise as well as doubts - about the draft will carry more weight if you can explain why you're making them. 

 

* Remember that the advice you give to your group mates on their draft is so very important. You will have the opportunity to talk about your response together, and you must try in your written comments to be as clear and unambiguous as possible about the draft's strengths and weaknesses, and offer your own suggestions for improving it

When you hand in your “final draft”, please hand in your rough copy of your essay and your partner’s comment sheet if done separately. 

