English II – The Stanford Prison Experiment

1. Good people in an evil place: Zimbardo says he wanted to see what would be in charge when a person is placed in a bad situation – 
· You (your attitudes, values, morality)?  

· Or the situation (the negative environment)?
2. How did the participants in Zimbardo’s experiment change in terms of their appearance? 

· How did their appearance affect their behavior?

3. Explain how Milgram’s experiment worked.
· What was the outcome?
· What did 2/3 of the participants do in Milgram’s experiment?

4. What happens to Dr. Zimbardo when he takes on the role of prison warden?

5. Why do you think all the participants (and Zimbardo himself) fall so completely into their roles?

6. Do you think this experiment accurately depicts human nature?  Why?  Why not?

7. Do you agree that as a general rule power corrupts, that when an average person is suddenly granted power over others, that person will abuse this power?
8. Do you think Zimbardo’s experiment is ethical?  Why?  Why not?

· Do you think Milgram’s experiment is ethical?  Why? Why not?

· Is one more ethical than the other?

9. What are some of the ways that what happens in this experiment relates to Lord of the Flies?

10. Do you agree that when you put “good people” in an “evil place” that the place will win?  Explain your answer.

11. If you were a guard, what type of guard would you have become? How sure are you? 
12. What prevented "good guards" from objecting or countermanding the orders from tough or bad guards? 
13. If you were a prisoner, would you have been able to endure the experience? What would you have done differently than those subjects did? If you were imprisoned in a "real" prison for five years or more, could you take it? 
14. What is identity? Is there a core to your self-identity independent of how others define you? How difficult would it be to remake any given person into someone with a new identity? 
15. After the study, how do you think the prisoners and guards felt when they saw each other in the same civilian clothes again and saw their prison reconverted to a basement laboratory hallway? 
16. Would it have been better had neither of these experiments had ever been conducted?
