Lord of the Flies by William Golding


2018 Study Guide
William Golding was British and he served in WWII. After re-reading the adventure book, The Coral Island, as an adult and disagreeing with how the people treated each other. Golding remarking on his different view of human nature stated, “What I’m saying to myself is, “Don’t be such a fool, you remember when you were a boy, a small boy, how you lived on that island with Ralph and Jack and Peterkin … now you are a grown up,… you see people are not like that.”
Golding wrote this book to serve as a study of human nature. Published in 1954, Golding also wrote this as a response to World War II. In an American college lecture tour during 1962, Golding stated, “My book was to say: you think that now the [Second World War] is over and an evil thing destroyed, you are safe because you are naturally kind and decent. But I know why the thing rose in Germany. I know it could happen in any country.”
Before the Hunger Games, there was Lord of the Flies.
"Lord of the Flies is one of my favorite books. That was a big influence on me as a teenager, I still read it every couple of years." -- Suzanne Collins, author of The Hunger Games

"Lord of the Flies [is my selection for The Book That Changed My Life] because it is both a story with a message and because it is a great tale of adventure. My advice about reading is to do a lot of it."
-- Stephen King, for the National Book Foundation, The Book That Changed My Life

"The most influential novel...since Salinger's Catcher in the Rye." -- Time

Character - Symbol - Allegorical representation in society
Ralph - Conch Shell - Civilization
Jack - Mask - Anarchy/Rebellion 
Piggy - Glasses and fire - Intellect/Adult
Simon - Nature/Butterflies - Goodness/Morality 
Roger - Stones - Sadism/Evil
 
Pre-Reading Discussion: Where do you and your family usually go to vacation? What is your best family vacation?

-Discuss a time when something bad, scary, or frustrating happened to your family while on vacation?

-How many of you have gone on vacations with extended family (Aunts/Uncles/Cousins or have gone on vacations with non-family members). What were some good and bad experiences from those types of vacations?
Please be sure to pay attention to the page numbers required to receive full credit for each response. Some of the quotes may cover areas you aren’t assigned to read, but they will be information we use to “fill in the gaps” during class discussion of chapters.
LOF Ch. 1:  “The Sound of the Shell
· Teacher will summarize pp. 1-20 for the students

· Begin p. 21 “Aren’t there any grownups?…” – p. 25 (end);  

· p. 27 towards bottom “The pink granite of the next cliff was further back from the creepers …” to p. 28 End,

·  p. 31 “They were in the beginnings of a thick forest …” – end of page

Note: Creepers are vine-like vegetation on the island.

1.Notice mankind’s entrance into this beautiful habitat is one of destruction. What is the name of the area where the plane crashes and what statement is being made by this?
2. What was your reaction to the conversation where Jack and Ralph discuss Piggy’s name? Why must Piggy have been especially disappointed in Ralph?
3. What do you predict to be the central conflict on the book after the first chapter? Why do you think this?
4. What do the boys do with the large rock that they find?

5. What color is the conch & why is the dominant color used in this chapter? Give 2 examples and page numbers and explain where this color is used again.
6. “Next time there would be no mercy.” Write the page number of this quote from your book copy. and explain why this quote  is significant to this chapter and what it may be foreshadowing as well.

Allegory: An allegory is a story with (count 'em) two levels of meaning. First, there's the surface of the story. You know, the characters and plot and all that obvious stuff. Then there's the symbolic level, or the deeper meaning that all the jazz on the surface represents. The symbolic meaning of an allegory can be political or religious, historical or philosophical. 

There is a lot of symbolism in this book and this book is a religious allegory of the Garden of Eden from Genesis in the Bible.  This part of the Bible explains “the fall of man.”. It starts off with a place of perfection (the garden), but due to man’s disobedience, God causes man to have pain and sin in the world. Just as the Garden of Eden is a perfect place with everything needed to sustain a happy life. 
7. What is the mood and tone of the first chapter? How might this relate to the allegory?

8. Do they have everything they need to survive on this island? Explain why or why not. How might this relate to the religious allegory?
LOF Ch. 2: “Fire on the Mountain”

· pp. 32 – 41; 

· pp. 44 (top) – 47

9-What is something real that you are sincerely afraid of? (Snakes, Spiders, Bears, Heights, Closed Spaces etc.). Briefly explain an interesting experience you’ve had with this fear.

10. What are Piggy’s concerns and do you agree with his concerns?

11. What is introduced in this chapter by the boy with the mulberry birthmark to suggest that the island may not be completely perfect and what later happens to the boy? How do the others react to the news about what happens? 

Chapter 2 Quotes:
“While we are waiting, we can have a good time on this island.” – Ralph (p. 34)

‘“I’ve got the conch, “ said Piggy indignantly.  ‘“You let me speak!” (p. 42)

"We've got to have rules and obey them. After all, we're not savages. We're English, and the English are best at everything.” – Piggy (p. 42)

“Then when you get here you build a bonfire that isn’t no use. Now you been and set the whole island on fire.  Won’t we look funny if the whole island burns up?  Cooked fruit, that’s what we’ll have to eat, and roast pork.  And that’s nothing to laugh at!  You said Ralph was chief and then you don’t give him time to think.  Then when he says something, you rush off, like, like,” (p. 45)
LOF Ch. 3: “Huts on the Beach”

Read pp. 48-51 stop at bottom “Simon. He helps.”

Read pp. 55 (top)  to end of 57

12. Why is Piggy frustrated? Give 2 reasons. 
13. What do we learn about Simon in this chapter? What does he do for the kids? In the religious symbolism of LOF, what role might he play and why do you say this?
Chapter 3 Quotes:
 “And they keep running off.  You remember the meeting? How everyone was going to work hard until the shelters were finished?” (p. 50)
“Meetings. Don’t we love meetings? Every day. Twice a day. We talk.  I bet if I blew this conch this minute they’d come running.  Then we’d be, you know, very solemn, and someone would say we ought to build a jet, or a submarine, or a TV set. When the meeting was over they’d work for five minutes, then wander off or go hunting.” (p. 51)
“We want meat.” – Jack (p. 51)
“He tried to convey the compulsion to track down and kill that was swallowing him up.”






-(p. 51)
“They talk and scream.  The little ‘uns. Even some others.  As if …” -Ralph  (p. 52)
“As if it wasn’t a good island.” – Simon (p. 52)
“As if,” said Simon, “the beastie, the beastie or the snake-thing, was real.” (p. 52)
“If you’re hunting sometimes you catch yourself feeling as if-“  He flushed suddenly.  “There’s nothing in it of course.  Just a feeling.  But you can feel as if you’re not hunting, but being hunted, as if something’s behind you all the time in the jungle.” – Jack (p. 53)
“Rescue? Yes of course! All the same, I’d like to catch a pig first.” –Jack (p. 53)
"Then, amid the roar of bees in the afternoon sunlight, Simon found for [the littluns] the fruit they could not reach...[and] passed them back down to the endless, outstretched hands."

HW: LOF Ch. 4: “Painted Faces and Long Hair”

Read: p. 60 “Roger and Maurice came out of the forest” – End of Chapter p. 75
14. Analyze and explain the meaning of this quote: “Yet there was a space round Henry, perhaps six yards in diameter, into which he dare not throw. Here, invisible yet strong, was the taboo of the old life. Round the squatting child was the protection of his parents and school and policemen and law. Roger’s arm was conditioned by a civilization that knew nothing of him and was in ruins.” (p.62)

15. What is the chant the boys have when they return and how is this chant and how are their actions different than act I?

16. How do some of the boys seem to be losing focus on their priorities in this chapter? 
17. Could you think of any historical connection to the book and World War II? In particular Jack and the group’s response to him?
18. What do Piggy’s glasses symbolize and what happens to them in this chapter? As a result of this happening, what is the symbolism?
Chapter 4 Quotes:
“He began to dance and his laughter became bloodthirsty and snarling. He capered towards Bill, and the mask was a thing on its own, behind which Jack hid, liberated from shame and self-consciousness.” (p. 64) 
“He (Piggy) was the only boy on the island whose hair never seemed to grow.” (p. 64)
“The fire was out, smokeless and dead; the watchers were gone.  A pile of fuel lay ready.” (p. 68)
“Simon looked now, from Ralph to Jack, as he had looked from Ralph to the horizon, and what he saw seemed to make him afraid.” (p. 68)
‘“I cut the pig’s throat,’ said Jack, proudly.” (p. 69)
"[The hunters' thoughts were] crowded with memories...of the knowledge... that they had outwitted a living thing, imposed their will upon it, taken away its life like a long satisfying drink." (p. 70)
 “Jack transferred the knife to his left hand and smudged blood over his forehead as he pushed down the plastered hair.” (p. 71)
“Ralph’s mouth watered.  He meant to refuse meat, but his past diet of fruit and nuts, with an odd crab or fish gave him too little resistance.  He accepted a piece of half-raw meat and gnawed it like a wolf.” (p. 73)
LOF Ch. 5: “Beast from the Water”
Read p. 78 “Only, decided  Ralph as he faced the chief’s seat…” – p. 89 “Maybe he means it’s some sort of ghost.”

Read p. 93 “I ought to give up being chief” – p. 94 (end) 

19. How have the meetings changed from the beginning compared to this point? How does the conch, the symbol of rules/order/government, reflect this change? 
20. Both Piggy and Simon mention what they think the actual beast could be. Give each character’s quotes on this and give the page number. Then explain what they mean. 

21. All good leaders need strong advisors. Even though they don’t necessarily have good leadership traits, who do you think the leaders of the island should particularly listen to for advice? Why?
22. At the end of the chapter the boys should be keeping the fire going, instead, what are they doing? What does this say about their desire to return to civilization?

23. Why does Ralph choose not to blow the conch at the end? What is the risk he is afraid of?
Chapter 5 Quotes:

“Ralph discovered dirt and decay, understood how much he disliked perpetually flicking the tangled hair out of his eyes.” (pp. 76-77)
“We have lots of assemblies. Everybody enjoys speaking and being together. We decide things. But they don’t get done.” (p. 79)
 “There’s another thing.  We chose those rocks right along beyond the bathing pool as a lavatory.  That was sensible too.  The tide cleans the place up.” (p. 80)
“You hunters! You can laugh! But I tell you the smoke is more important than the pig, however often you kill one.” (p. 81)
“Things are breaking up. I don’t understand why. We began well; we were happy.  And then …” (p. 82)
"'Life...is scientific....I know there isn't no beast...but I know there isn't no fear, either....Unless we get frightened of people.'" (p. 84)
"'Maybe there is a beast....maybe it's only us.'" – Simon (p. 89)
“What are we? Humans? Or animals? Or Savages?  What’s grownups going to think?  Going off – hunting pigs –letting fires go out – and now!” – Piggy (p. 91)
LOF Ch. 6: “Beast From the Air”
Read pp. 95 – Midpage 96 “In the darkness of the early morning…”

Read pp. 98 (top) - midpage 104 “What about the castle then …”

Read pp. 106 midpage “Ralph said nothing…” – p. 108

24.  In the previous chapter, it says, “If only they could get a message to us, cried Ralph desperately. If only they could send us something grownup … a sign or something..”
Explain why this chapter is titled, “Best from the Air” and explain how the “best” relates to the discussion in last chapter and also discuss how this “beast” shows Golding’s view mankind. (7-8 sentence response)

LOF Ch. 7: “Shadows and Tall Trees

Read pp. 109 second para “Sitting, Ralph was aware of the heat ..” – p. 110 midpage  “He turned and looked out to see…”

Read pp. 111 Simon was speaking almost in his ear..” – p. 111 “Roger called from the coverts…”

Read pp.113 (top) The bushes crashed…” to p. 116 (top) “We’ll kill it.”

Read pp. 119 Bottom) “The were going straight back to the platform now…” – 123 (End)

25. What prediction does Simon make about Ralph’s future? What might this be foreshadowing?

26. How has Ralph physically changed while he’s been on the island?  What might this symbolize about him and how do we see this by Ralph’s participation in events that happen during this chapter? (4-6 Sentences)

27. What does Jack actually see on the very top of the mountain while the other two boys are waiting below? What does he think it is and why is he confused by this? (3-5 Sentences)
28. What statement is being made by this “thing” being the beast?
Chapter 7 Quotes:
"Ralph...was fighting to get near....The desire to squeeze and hurt was over-mastering." (p. 115)
“Before them, something like a great ape was sitting asleep with its head between its knees. The wind roared in the forest, there was confusion in the darkness and the creature lifted its head, holding toward them the ruin  of a face.” (p. 123)
LOF Ch. 8:  “Gift for the Darkness”
Read pp. 132 – 144

Everyone Read This: At the beginning of this chapter, Piggy decides that they should move the fire from the top of the mountain down to the beach so that they can be closer to it. The others agree with him. 

29. Write a thoughtful question about something that you don’t understand from this chapter or make an insightful, personal claim (not something that I could find online or on another classmate’s response). Be sure to write the page number.

*Mr. Ferg will compare this scene the temptation of Jesus in the desert.

Chapter 8 Quotes:

 “There isn’t anyone to help you. Only me. And I’m the Beast. . . . Fancy thinking the Beast was something you could hunt and kill! . . . You knew, didn’t you? I’m part of you? Close, close, close! I’m the reason why it’s no go? Why things are the way they are?” p. 143
"'You're not wanted....on this island!...So don't try [to take] it on...or else....we shall do you. See? 

HW: Ch. 9 Reading Assignment: “A View to a Death” 

Read pp. 145-147 midpage  “Going to rain again.” 

Read pp. 150 midpage  “The boys ranged themselves in rows on the grass…” – p. 154

30. Explain how the weather/setting plays a symbolic role in this chapter and helps mirror the boys’ emotions and actions. Be sure to use various specific examples (1) prior to the big event (weather/actions), (2) during the event (weather/actions), (3) following the event (weather actions). 
31. What happens with the parachutist and how does this add to the chaos?
Chapter 9 Quotes:
"'Kill the beast! Cut his throat! Spill his blood!'" (p. 152)
"There were no words, and no movements but the tearing of teeth and claws." (p. 153)
"The water rose farther and dressed (his) coarse hair with brightness. The line of his cheek silvered and the turn of his shoulder became sculptured marble." (p. 154)
"Surrounded by a fringe of inquisitive bright creatures, itself a silver shape beneath the steadfast constellations, (his) dead body moved out toward the open sea." (p. 154)
HW: LOF Ch. 10: “The Shell and the Glasses”

Read pp. 155 – 160  “The chief paused.  They saw a triangle of startling pink dart out …”

Read pp. 166 (top) “Be quiet – and listen.” – 168
32. In this chapter Ralph says, “You were outside. Outside the circle. You never really came in. Didn’t you see what we-what they did?” A few pages later, Piggy and Samneric all say they went home early the previous night. It then says, “Sam touched a scratch on his forehead and then hurriedly took his hand away. Eric fingered his split lip.” What are they all trying to deny and how do we know that they are lying? How are their actions and responses similar to Mob Mentality / Groupthink?
33. Describe the assault on Ralph’s camp and note that although Eric and Ralph don’t know it, they were actually fighting each other.  (A) Explain what it means for the island when it says, (Jack) was the chief now. (B) Why is it accurate to say at this point in the novel that Jack is the chief?
HW: LOF Ch.11:  “Castle Rock”

Read pp. 169- 173 mid page “They set off along the beach…”

Read pp. 174 “What are we hiding for…”  - 182

34. In the beginning of the chapter, there is discussion about their outward appearance which feeds into the symbolic nature of their outward appearance mirroring their internal state of being. Piggy says, “Supposing we go, looking like we used to, washed and hair brushed –after all we aren’t savages really and being rescued isn’t a game.” We also see others reactions to the face-paint and long hair. How is the face paint both intimidating and liberating?

35. Discuss the significance of the events at the end of this chapter and how Piggy and the conch are linked together. Also discuss the color symbolism in that paragraph as well. How is the color different here than in chapter 1? What message is being sent by these events simultaneously occurring and what does it mean now for those left on the island? Also explain how the color symbolism in this paragraph reinforces the message as well. (7-10 sentences)

36. What does the conch shattering symbolize and what does this foreshadow for the rest of this novel?

LOF Ch. 12:  “Cry of the Hunters”

Read the whole chapter  pp. 183 – 202 
37. How does Ralph get his spear?

38. In chapter 1 we had a “rock rolling” scene. Why does the rock rolling scene in this chapter take on a different tone and how did they know where to roll the rock?
39. What color is the predominant color described in this chapter? Why might this color be used? Why is it different than the color in Chapter 1?

40. Why is the fire and the result of the fire ironic? (Give two reasons)

41. Once the Naval Officer arrives, who claims leadership of the island and why is this correct at this point in the novel? Why would it have been incorrect the previous two chapters?

42. When does the Naval Officer realize this wasn’t like “Coral Island”?
43. How is the mode of transportation for the boys back to England ironic? What message is being sent by this?
Chapter 12 Quotes

Ralph launched himself like a cat; stabbed, snarling, with the spear, and the savage doubled up." (p. 195)
"What was the sensible thing to do? There was no Piggy to talk sense.” (p. 196)
"'I should have thought that a pack of British boys...would have been able to put up a better show than that....'” (p. 201-202)
"Ralph wept for the end of innocence, the darkness of man's heart, and the fall through the air of the true, wise friend called Piggy." (p. 202)
Post Reading Discussion:
44. What kind of statement Golding is making by  having these comparisons throughout the novel. What is he showing about the boys on the island and what is he saying about human nature by these actions?
-The rock rolling scene in Act I compare to later in the novel.

-The result of the pig hunt in Act I compared to those later in the novel.

-The result of the pig hunt re-enactments compared to those later in the novel.

-The physical appearances of the boys from Act I compared to later in the novel.
-The color symbolism in Act I compared to Act XII.
45. Microcosm vs Macrocosm: These are terms used when we compare two societies that are representative of each other. They have all the same traits as each other, but on different scales. The microcosm is a smaller scale version of the macrocosm. So this island is a microcosm of the larger society from which the boys were leaving. Give specific examples of how the boys’ actions on the island (the microcosm) are similar to the society from which they came (the macrocosm). What do their actions of each society say about human nature? What are the people doing back in England compared to what the boys are doing on the Island
46. What statement is Golding making about human consumption? Compare the island in chapters 1 & 2 to the physical aspects of the island in chapter 12. How has the island changed and why did it change? What statement is being made about the change?
47. Are there any similarities in this book to any books, movies or shows you’ve seen? Which modern day actors would you cast in a modern version (you can assume that the people on the island in the modern version are older).
48. Jack and his hunters become less civilized after killing a pig. What activities in everyday life seem to make people less civilized? For example, do video games or movies depicting violence make people more prone to committing violent acts? 
49. How had Ralph’s attitude change from the beginning when he was saying that his dad would rescue them and that this could be a good island?  Why did Ralph cry? What does it mean when he says he “wept for the end of innocence, the darkness of man’s heart, and the fall through the air of the true, wise friend called Piggy.” What does this statement mean in terms of Golding’s overall message about mankind? What is Golding saying about mankind through this novel? Is it accurate?

50. Leadership: Knowing that one of the reasons Golding wrote this novel shortly after World War II and that this was a response to the people who are inclined to follow malicious dictators like Hitler. Why do the littleuns choose to follow Jack and the hunters rather than Ralph? In chapter 12 it describes Samneric as having a “shameful loyalty” to Jack. Is it because they feel safer with Jack's group, believing that Jack can protect them? Or do they enjoy what the hunters do? Why would people follow those who are evil?

51. The boys on the island feared the beastie. As it turns out, who was the most destructive and deadly force on the island? What does this say about the power of fear in causing us to act and what does this say about mankind? How was the parachutist a symbol for the beast (mankind)?
52. Golding wrote his novel 10 years after the close of  World War II and during the era of Communist containment. In what way does his book reflect the particular world politics of his time? Does the book have relevance today?

