Lord of the Flies comparison with Lost
LOF was William Golding’s social experiment in order to convey his thoughts about human nature.
John Locke (1632-1704) Man is a “blank slate” a tabula rasa

The sources of all knowledge are sense experience and reflection.  All behavior is learned.

Lost – Episode 1 – Pilot – Part 1
1. How did the people end up here?

2. How is the situation similar to LOF?

3. Golding’s experiment about human nature was to put kids on the island and see how they would do.  How is this a different experiment?

4. Who are the leaders in LOF?

5. What is the leader’s name in Lost?

6. What do we notice about Jack when he takes off his jacket?? 

Notice the character with the cigarette in his mouth (Sawyer). Based on first impressions, what character does he seem like he’d be like in LOF? Why?

7. What character in LOF does Charlie seem like? Why?

8. In LOF, the novel examines fear and how fear can overcome humans.  What does Jack say about letting fear in?
9. When will the girl eat the chocolate? What does this say about her mindset at this point?

10. What character in LOF does the long-haired guy (Hurley) seem like? Why?

11. In LOF, there is a “beastie.” What is similar to the beastie in Lost?

Note: The flashback to the plane scene bothers me! Wow.

12. Where does Kate get her shoes?

Notice Charlie’s question about the weather and note how the weather here plays a role similar to the weather in LOF.

WARNING: When Charlie says, “How does something like that happen.” The next few seconds are very graphic.

Note: After they get off the plane and they walk in the jungle and they all meet up again, there is also one last graphic shot at the very end.
Lost: Season 1 – Episode 2 Pilot – Part 2

13. What question does Kate ask Charlie?

Notice: Charlie’s facial expression when Kate says, “No, your not a coward.”

14. In the flashback scene on the plane: How was Charlie behaving?

15. What do we learn was the real reason Charlie went to find the plane’s wreckage?

16. Who is missing and what is this missing person looking for?

17. What doe the missing person find?

18. Why are the two men (Sawyer and Sayid) fighting?

19. How do the word’s said to the Hurley (the long-haired guy) similar to how Piggy is treated?

20. What do we learn about Sayid with his conversation with Hurley?

Note: Stop at 11:13 and skip to 14:00 minutes
21. Where is Kat going?  

22. Who is the person that Dr. Jack Shephard is saving? How does he know Kate?

23. Will Hurley eat the food that he is offered from Jim, the Korean castaway?
24. Where is Shannon going?

25. “I’m a complex guy sweetheart.” What does this imply about Sawyer?

26. Where does the child (Walt) live? What happened to his mom?

Notice how Locke explains backgammon to the child (Walt) how he explains “One is light and one is dark.” This is a consistent archetype in literature about man’s internal struggle between light and darkness.

Notice how Locke mentions older than Jesus Christ and what character he resembles in the novel.

27. Why is it significant that there is a character named “Locke”?

28.     Explain how each character from lost represents each character from LOF as noted in the chart below.
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Notice the fear of the unknown. 

28. One character faces a beast and kills it.  What is the beastie? 

Skip to the next scene 29.21 (Looking at the dead beast)
29. What theory does Sayid have bout how Sawyer knows who had a gun on the plane?

30. When Sawyer tells Kate, “I know your type, how does Kate respond?

31. What do we learn about Kate in the flashback scene? Why is this ironic?

32. How long has the distress call been playing?  What does this mean for the people on the island?

Tabula Rasa – Episode 3 (Lost)
John Locke (1632-1704) Man is a “blank slate” a tabula rasa

The sources of all knowledge are sense experience and reflection.  All behavior is learned.

Our modern idea of the theory is mostly attributed to John Locke's expression of the idea in An Essay Concerning Human Understanding in the 17th century. In Locke's philosophy, tabula rasa was the theory that the (human) mind is at birth a "blank slate" without rules for processing data, and that data is added and rules for processing are formed solely by one's sensory experiences. As understood by Locke, tabula rasa meant that the mind of the individual was born "blank", and it also emphasized the individual's freedom to author his or her own soul. Each individual was free to define the content of his or her character
33. Do you believe that John Locke believes that the boys on LOF and the people on the Lost island behave as they do because of their nature or the way that they’ve been nurtured through their environment?
34. Who does the injured man warn them not to trust?
35. Who does Sawyer seem like in LOF? Is this good or bad in a survival situation?

36. What does Sawyer call Kate?  What character in LOF does this description fit? What might this say about Kate?

37. If they tell the others what they heard on the top of the mountain, what will they take away from the others?

38. What does Hurley learn?

39. What is the irony about who gets to hold the gun?

40. What groups are they going to organize into?

41. On the plane, there are two people who seem to be emerging as leaders. How is each character similar to the two leaders in LOF?

42. One of the leaders says, “I’m wild.” How does this relate to LOF?

STOP HERE and skip to 37:00 minutes.

Season 1 Episode 4: “Walkabout”

43. What was on the airplane and how is this similar to LOF?

44. On LOF, fire is a symbol of hope for rescue. The fire also becomes a divisive issue amongst the group as well. How is this similar to the fire discussion that the people on the Lost have?

45. What are Hurley and Sawyer fighting over? 
46. What is Locke’s solution to the problem to what Hurley and Sawyer are fighting over? How is this similar to LOF?
47. Boone challenges his sister Shannon. What does Shannon say that she’ll do?

48. What do they hunt and what happens when they find one?

Note: A walkabout is a journey of spiritual renewal where one draws strength from the earth.

Locke:  “Just don’t tell me what I can’t do.”

49. When Jack is talking to the lady and sees someone in the distance, who does he see?
50. How does Locke win respect of the others on the island?
51. What is interesting about the title of this episode “Walkabout” and what do we learn about how this relates to Locke?

Season 1  Episode 5: White Rabbit

52. Who do most people on the island view as the leader?

53. Much like the parachutist, we see that there is a mysterious visitor on this island. Jack chases this “person” into the woods. Who does Jack think the visitor is? 

54. In this episode we see how valuable fresh water is. What do the people realize has happened to the water?

55. Who volunteers to go find water?

56. When Jack is in the woods, and slips. How is this scene similar to scenes from LOF?

57. Who saves Jack? Who on the island is there to save the others from themselves?

58. How is Jack’s response to being a leader different than Ralph and Jack from LOF?
59. What is the “white rabbit” that Jack is chasing?

60. When Jack and Locke talk, they talk about how mysterious the island is. How is this similar to how the boys thought about the island in LOF (especially when they discussed the dreams of the little’uns. How is Locke’s view of this island different than what the boys thought about the island on LOF?

61. What does Jack find on the island that will be important to their survival? When he finds this what else does he find?

62. They’ve been on this island for six days. They start to attack one of the group members. Why were they attacking him. Who restores order and stops the attack?

63. What does this “leader” say that the group must do? How is this like the first assembly in LOF?  How is this different?

64. What does this “leader” say about “every man for himself”? How does this relate to LOF?

Season 1 Episode 6: House of the Rising Sun
65. In LOF, the boys start to use paint that is an outward symbol of there inner savagery. In Lost, what do we find out that Jack has that makes him look “hard core”?

66. In LOF, the longer the boys are on the island, we seem them become more savage towards each other, how do we see this occurring at the beginning of this episode with Jin and Michael?

67. What do they do with Jin in order to control him?

68. In LOF, there are flies on the Pig’s head, in Lost, what insects are there on the island?

***Skip 12:45-14:40***
69. In LOF, there is a dead parachutist on the island, what do the people find on this island that is similar to the dead parachutist?

70. The comment is made that what they find is their “very own Adam and Eve.” How is this similar to the religious allegory in LOF?

71. What suggestion does Jack make about where they need to move? What reasons does he give for making this suggestion?

72. As we get to know the boys in the story, they become more savage. What do we learn about Jin and his profession? What does he do?

73. In LOF, the character Simon is mysterious to the other characters and seems to be the one who knows how to save themselves from the evil on the island. Earlier Locke was the one who knew how to handle the insect situation. How does Locke seem to be similar to Simon when he is talking with Charlie about not letting him go alone in the woods and what about finding Charlie’s guitar? what makes him say that?
74. Jack and Sayid discuss their best chances of survival. What does Sayid say is there best chance of survival and what does Jack say is their best chance? How does this relate to LOF?

75.  What reason is there to move? What reason is there to stay where they are?

76. In LOF, they call Piggy by his nickname “Piggy.”  What nickname does Sawyer call Kate?

77. Why do we find out that Jin attacked Michael? What secret does Jin’s wife hide from her husband?

78. Locke has some more advice for Charlie that may save him. What does Locke say about the island and what does he take from Charlie?

79. How have the people on the island split into two factions?

80. How does the Willie Nelson song that plays at the end relate to Lost and how does it relate to LOF?



Season 1 Episode 13: Hearts and Minds

81.As the previews are showing, Lock is discussing the weather and then it rains. How does the rain in LOF reinforce the boys behavior?

82.What does Hurley say the people on the island really need?

83.Jealousy is a trait that is presented in LOF to be a trait that leads to man’s downfall. How do we see this trait in lost? Which characters?
84.On the island, Jack and his group become the hunters. Who are the hunters in Lost? What are they doing rather than hunting?
85.In LOF, Piggy shares his health issues (his asthma) with others. What information does Hurley share with Jack?

86.When Jin responds back to Hurley, what message does Hurley receive from it? How does that relate to Piggy?

87.In LOF, the boys become more savage to each other, how do Locke’s actions towards Boone reflect this?

88.What secret does Kate learn about Jin’s wife?

89.While Boone is tied up, what sounds does he hear?

90.In LOF, the boys fear that a beastie might be stalking them. In Lost, what situation is occurring that is similar to this?

91.Who is the “most dangerous predator of all”? How does this relate to LOF?

92.While John Locke, is off to himself and away from others, Jack and Charlie discuss Locke. Notice what Charlie says about his trust for Locke. What character does he seem like in LOF? Why?  Who in LOF was there to “save” the boys?

93.As Boone and his sister Shannon are talking about Boone, what comes after them? How is Shannon’s fate similar to some of the characters in LOF?
***Stop here at the commercial break 35:51  and skip to 39:40.

During this part we are skipping, we learn that Shannon and Boone have a relationship together (remember they are step-brother and step-sister). They decide to pretend it didn’t happen.

94.What do we learn about what Locke actually did to Boone and all the events that Boone thought happened?



Season 1 Episode 17:  In Translation

95. How do we see the people on Lost becoming more aggressive towards each other like the boys on LOF became more aggressive?

Notice: Jin’s father-in-law owns a car company.

96When Jin’s wife (Sun) slaps Michael, why does she say that she slaps him?

97.Hurley tries to connect with Jin, how is this interaction similar to Piggy’s interaction with others on the island?

98. In LOF, the ending is ironic for several reasons. One reason that the ending is ironic is because the boys are being rescued by a naval officer with a naval boat. The grown-up world of wars and it’s symbol (the military) is rescuing the boys and their war. In Lost, what are they using to help create their rescue boat and how is this ironic?
99. What happens to the raft? How is this similar to LOF?
100.Who is thought to be responsible for this?

101.What does Locke have on his face as he is eating? 

102.According to Locke, what does everyone get on this island?
103.** Sawyer warns Jin: “The folks on the beach might have been doctors and lawyers a month ago, but it’s Lord of the Flies time now.” What does he mean by that?
Note: We learn a lot about Jin in this episode. He did a lot of things that went against his conscience in order to marry Sun. His actions in this episode likely show his frustration about his relationship with his wife and his feelings of betrayal with Sun and Michael.
104.The longer the boys stay on the island, the more savage they become. In the first episodes, people would try to stop the fights. How is this episode different?
105.What surprise stops the fight?

106.What surprising information do we learn about the raft fire?

107.Simon is the one who knows how to help the boys in LOF, who on this island settles things down and puts things in perspective? 

108.In LOF, fear & jealousy were important elements. Fear of the unknown beastie and jealousy of each other. Those elements have been destructive forces in human nature throughout history. How do we see those elements in this episode?
109.Sun has revealed her secret about speaking English. What secret has Jin held?
110.In LOF Simon is able to understand things that others aren’t. He knows the truth. In Lost, what does Locke know about the fire?
111.Who is going to help Michael rebuild the boat?
112.At the end of the episode, how is Hurley’s relationship with others similar to Piggy’s? Explain.


Season 1 Episode 23: Exodus Part I (the last episode we’ll watch)
113.A mysterious visitor (Rousseau) appears. Who does she warn is coming to the island?  The idea of fear is evident in LOF, how does this lady cause the fear on the island to increase?

114.In LOF we see that the boys escape on a naval boat. How are the people on Lost planning on escaping?

115.What mysterious sign do the people see from the other side of the island?

116.What happened to Jack’s dad?

117.In this episode, who seems the most like Piggy and what does he tell the others about their plan?

118.Sawyer wants to work.  How does he react when he isn’t allowed? What character does he seem like in LOF?

119.How does the one character react when he hears Rousseau’s stories while hiking through the woods? Where do we see him again?

120.How does the weather play a role in this scene like the weather in LOF?
121.Compare the escapes from LOF and Lost.  How are they similar and how are they different?
My advice:  Pretend that Lost is a movie rather than a television show with seasons after this. Let this be the last episode that you watch. This was the best season and then each progressive season gets weird. Let’s end on a good note, shall we?

