Remember the Titans & Things Fall Apart

Class Set
Theme: Can People Change for the Better?
Remember the Titans is an American sports drama that was released in 2000. The film stars Denzel Washington as Coach Herman Boone. Remember the Titans centers on the football team of the newly integrated T. C. Williams High School in Alexandria, Virginia in 1971. Even though all the events in this aren’t exactly as they happened in real-life, the movie is based on a true story and delivers an inspiring message. This is one of Mr. Ferguson’s favorite movies and he and his family visited T.C. Williams High School to walk on the field/track/press box.
Sheryl Yoast:  “In Virginia, high school football is a way of life, it's bigger than Christmas day. My daddy coached in Alexandria, he worked so hard my momma left him, but I stayed with Coach, he needed me on that field.”
1.In Things Fall Apart, Chinua Achebe gives extended background to show Ishmael’s life prior to his rehabilitation process. How had his experiences as a soldier shaped him? What was he like? What do we learn about the background of Alexandria, Virginia in 1971? 

Coach Yoast: This isn't about me, I'm worried about my boys. 
Coach Boone: Well I'm not going to cut 'em and eat 'em. The best player will play, color won't 
matter. 
Coach Yoast: From the looks of our little situation we got us here, I think that's about all that 
does.

Coach Boone: Yeah, you're right. We're in a tough spot, coach. You, me, the whole city. I think 
it'd go a long way to smooth things over if you'd stay, work on the staff, be a defensive coordinator, assistant head coach. 
Coach Yoast: Work under you. 
Coach Boone: If that's the way you see it. 
Coach Yoast: Good night, Coach. 

Coach Boone: [Petey has his hand raised for a high-five and is smiling] Put your hand down! You're smiling.
Petey Jones: Yes.
Coach Boone: Yes, sir. Why are you smiling?
Petey Jones: 'Cause I love football. Football's fun.
Coach Boone: Fun, sir. It's fun?
Petey Jones: Yes.
Coach Boone: You sure?
Petey Jones: I think so -
Coach Boone: Now you're thinkin'. First you smile, then you think. You think football is still fun?
Petey Jones: Uh, yes.
Coach Boone: Sir.
Petey Jones: Yes-no, sir.
Coach Boone: No?
Petey Jones: Um, it was fun.
Coach Boone: Not any more though, is it? Is it?
Petey Jones: Not right now, no.
Coach Boone: No, it's not fun anymore. Not even a little bit.
Petey Jones: Uh... no.
Coach Boone: Make up your mind. Think, since you're thinkin'. Go on, think. Is it fun?
Petey Jones: No, sir.
Coach Boone: No? Absolutely not?
Petey Jones: Zero fun, sir.
Coach Boone: [Adresses the team] All right, listen up! I'm Coach Boone, I'm gonna tell you all about how much [looks at Petey] fun you're gonna have this season.
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Coach Boone: “You're over-cooking my grits coach. Alright, I will allow Coach Tyrell to coach the special teams, but I will be keeping my eye on him. And you.”
Coach Boone: “I run 6 plays, split veer… like novocaine. Just give it time, it always works.”
Louie Lastik: Naval family, just moved here from Bayonne. Someone said football, so I come runnin’. What’s going on everybody?
Coach Boone: “When you put that uniform on, that Titan uniform, you better come to work. We will be perfect in every aspect of the game. You drop a pass...you run a mile, you miss a blocking assignment...you run a mile, you fumble the football, and I will break my foot off in your John Brown hind parts and then you will run a mile. Perfection...it's what I want.”
Coach Boone: Petey, how many feet are in a mile? How many feet are in a mile? 
Petey Jones: [mumbles] 
Coach Boone: 5,280 feet! You pick this ball up and run every one of 'em! 
You're killing me, Petey! You're killing me!

2.In TFA, the author uses Okonkwo and Nwoye as foils to represent different aspects of life. In RTT, what characters are used as foils (2 different sets of foils in RTT)? Explain.

Blue Stanton: Coach we need a water break, we been out here all day!
Coach Boone: What did you say?
Blue Stanton: We need a water break sir.
Coach Boone: A water break? Water is for cowards. Water makes you weak. Water is for 
washing blood off that uniform and you don't get no blood on my uniform, boy you must be outside yo mind! We are going to up-downs, until Blue is no longer tired, and thirsty.

Julius: Well, what I got to say you really don't wanna hear 'cuz honesty ain't too high upon your 
people priority list.
Bertier: Honesty? You want honesty? Honestly, I think you're nothing. Nothing but a pure waste 
of God-given talent. You don't listen to nobody man. Not even Doc or Boone. Shiver push on the line everytime and you blow right past 'em. Push 'em, pull 'em. do something. You can't run over everyone in this league and everytime you do you leave one of your teammates hanging out to dry, me in particular!
Julius: Why should I give a hoot about you? Huh? Or anyone else out there? You wanna talk 
about a waste, you the captain, right?
Bertier: Right.
Julius: Captain's supposed to be the leader, right?
Bertier: Right.
Julius: You got a job?
Bertier: I got a job.
Julius: You been doing your job?
Bertier: I been doing my job.
Julius: Then why don't you tell your white buddies to block for Rev better because they have not blocked for him worth a plug nickel, and you know it! Nobody plays. Yourself included. I'm supposed to wear myself out for the team? What team? Nah, nah what I'm gonna do is look out for myself and I'ma get mine.
Bertier: See man, that’s the worst attitude I ever heard.
Julius: Attitude reflects leadership, captain.
Coach Boone: “This is where they fought the battle of Gettysburg. Fifty thousand men died right here on this field, fighting the same fight that we are still fighting among ourselves today. This green field right here, painted red, bubblin' with the blood of young boys. Smoke and hot lead pouring right through their bodies. Listen to their souls, men. I killed my brother with malice in my heart. Hatred destroyed my family. You listen, and you take a lesson from the dead. If we don't come together right now on this hallowed ground, we too will be destroyed, just like they were. I don't care if you like each other of not, but you will respect each other. And maybe... I don't know, maybe we'll learn to play this game like men.”

Bertier: “I swear to God, I'm gonna hit you so hard, by the time you come to, oooh boy, you're gonna need a new haircut!” 

3. Why is this scene a turning point in the movie? Explain how it is a turning point.
Bertier: Left side! 
Julius Strong Side! 
Bertier: Left side! 
Julius: Strong Side! 
Bertier: Left side!

JuliusStrong Side!
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Julius: “There’s too much male bonding going on in here for me.”

Coach Boone: What are you?
Team: Mobile, agile, hostile!
Coach Boone: What is pain?
Team: French bread!
Coach Boone: What is fatigue?
Team: Army clothes!
Coach Boone: Will you ever quit?
Team: No! We want some mo', we want some mo', we want some mo'!
Louie Lastik: [holding back, in fake pain] “Man I just gave your momma a piggy-back ride and she weighs twice as much as I do!” 

4.When Okonkwo returns from his exile, there are many who have adapted to change and many who haven’t. How is this similar to the movie once the “exile” is over?

5.In TFA, white missionaries come in from out of the country to convert people to a new religion, a new ideology, and a new way of thinking. In RTT, what characters come in from far away and how do these characters represent a different way of thinking / new ideology?

6. How does this dialogue reflect the theme that RTT gives about change?
Coach Boone: [to his players] Tonight we've got Hayfield. Like all the other schools in this conference, they're all white. They don't have to worry about race. We do. Let me tell you something: you don't let anyone come between us. Nothing tears us apart. In Greek mythology, the Titans were greater even than the gods. They ruled their universe with absolute power. Well that football field out there, that's our universe. Let's rule it like titans.”
Sheryl Yoast: “He's gettin' beat like he stole something!” 

Bertier to Emma: “Listen, when something unexpected comes, you just gotta pick it up and run 

      with it.”

Isaiah 40: 30-31: “Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; 

but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”
Coach Boone: “Look, I don’t need any John Brown State Troopers and you can tell whoever 
threw this brick through my window they can come visit me anytime.”
Coach Boone: “I don't scratch my head unless it itches and I don't dance unless I hear some 
music. I will not be intimidated. That's just the way it is.”
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Blue Stanton: Five, Six, Five Six Seven Eight! 

Team: [Echoed] Everywhere we go -Everywhere we go-, people wanna know -people wanna 
know-, who we are -who we are-, so we tell them -so we tell them- We Are The Titans! -We Are The Titans!- The Mighty Mighty Titans! -The Mighty Mighty Titans!... 

Song: Peace Train by Cat Stevens

Police Officer to Julius: “Best defense I’ve seen in 20 years. Tell that coach of yours to keep up 

    the good work.”

Coach Yoast: 
              “You make sure they remember, FOREVER, the night they played the Titans!” 

Song: Fire and Rain by James Taylor
7. What ethical decision does Coach Yoast make about the Hall of Fame that relates to the theme 
of change? Explain the message that his choice sends about change.
Sheryl Yoast: “I ain't gonna lie. I wanted the Hall of Fame real bad. Just plain old jealousy. As 
old as Cain and Abel.”

Mrs. Bertier: “He doesn’t want to see anyone but you Julius.”

8. How does this dialogue reflect the theme that RTT gives about change?
Nurse: Only kin's allowed in here. 
Bertier: Alice, are you blind? Don't you see the family resemblance? That's my brother.
9. React to this scene. What are your thoughts? How have these people changed? Do you have a 
     story in your life that can relate to this scene.
Julius: You can't be hurt like this. You - you're Superman.

Bertier: I was afraid of you, Julius. I only saw what I was afraid of, and now I know I was 
               only hating my brother. 
Julius: I'll tell you what, though. Um, when all this is over... me and you are gonna move out to 
                the same neighborhood together. OK? And, um... and we'll get old, and we'll get fat.  

                And there ain't gonna be all this black-white between us. 
Bertier: [Chuckles] Left side. 
Julius: Strong side.
Mrs. Boone to Coach Boone: “Sometimes life is just hard for no reason at all.”

Mrs. Boone to Coach Boone: “Whatever ambition it took for you to do what you did around 
here…the world could use a lot more of it.”
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Coach Yoast: I think this is a very good time for prayer and reflection... 
Bertier: Coach, I'm hurt. I'm not dead. 
Coach Yoast to Petey: “You can play for me next year. You sit on that bench. Show me you can 
support your teammates. You’ll start for me your senior year.”
10.Charcterization: Static characters are characters that show no change or growth through the story. Dynamic characters are ones that change and grow. Explain the characterization represented through Coach Boone and Coach Yoast in this scene. 
Coach Boone: It's all right. We're in a fight. You boys are doing all that you can do. Anybody 
can see that. Win or lose... We gonna walk out of this stadium tonight with our heads held high. Do your best. That's all anybody can ask for. 
Julius: No, it ain't Coach. With all due respect, uh, you demanded more of us. You demanded 
perfection. Now, I ain't saying that I'm perfect, 'cause I'm not. And I ain't gonna never be. None of us are. But we have won every single game we have played till now. So this team is perfect. We stepped out on that field that way tonight. And, uh, if it's all the same to you, Coach Boone, that's how we want to leave it. 
Coach Yoast: Yeah. I hope you boys have learned as much from me this year as I've learned 
from you. You've taught this city how to trust the soul of a man rather than the look of him. And I guess it's about time I joined the club. 
Herman! I sure could use your help. Ed Henry’s kicking my a** out there.

Coach Boone to Coach Yoast: “You're a Hall-of-Famer in my book!”

(both raise game ball in victory)

11. How does this quote reflect the theme that RTT gives about change?
 (10 Years Later in 1981): 
Older Sheryl: “People say that it can't work, black and white. Here, we make it work 
every day. We still have our disagreements, of course, but before we reach for hate, always, always, we remember the Titans.”
12.Are there any characters in RTT who are unable to adapt to the change? What happens to them?

13.In TFA, the change causes a society to “fall apart.” Is that similar or different than RTT? 

14.Is the message about change that RTT gives to its viewers similar or different than the message TFA gives? Explain. 
15. React to the movie. Best part? Best scene? Best life lesson? Are there any connections between the movie and the novel that you noticed that weren’t highlighted through this guide?
